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Dear Parents/Carers and children, Welcome back! 

 

 I hope you had a lovely summer and have had a well-deserved rest. I am looking forward to 

getting stuck in with our first topic and cannot wait to see you all settle in to year 5. Our first 

topic of the year is Rainforests. This theme will be taught through various subject areas 

including: English, Art/DT, History, Geography and PSHE.  

  

English: 

During English, Y6 will be learning to plan, draft and write in a variety of different genres. On 

occasions, the writing will be linked to the class story and often it will be linked to the topic itself. In 

the first term, we aim to write a:  Setting description, Diary entry, Information Text, Persuasive 

Letter, and Balanced Argument. 

A new focus for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar will be taught each week, and there will be 

a recap of previous learning once per week. The focus this term will be on: Modal verbs, 

Relative clauses and pronouns, Brackets dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis, Colons to 

introduce lists and prefixes. 

 Reading. 

We have a weekly reading text, which we read on a daily basis. We look at the 

type of genre it is and share our previous knowledge of the particular genre. 

We practice reading for meaning, focussing on following punctuation clues and 

practice reading aloud to develop the children’s intonation and confidence. We 

look at and discuss any unknown words or phrases and at the end of each 

week, there is a short comprehension text. 

 

Books: 

 Our first, class book will be The Explorers, By Katherine Rundell  
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Maths:  

In the first two terms, we will be covering three mathematical areas: Place Value, Four Operations 

and Fractions. These units will teach the children to:  Read, write, compare, order and round any 

numbers to 10 million.  Add and subtract numbers with more than 4 digits.  Multiply and divide by 

1 and 2 digits.   Find equivalent fractions  Simplify fractions  Compare, order, add, subtract 

multiply and divide fractions.  Find fractions of an amount. Four days a week, we will be completing 

TT Rockstars. We will work on a times table or a group of tables each week, aiming to recall numbers 

facts with speed and accuracy. 

 

 

 Science: 

Science will be taught regularly, once a week. The unit we are covering this term ( (All living things 

and their Habitats) ties in superbly with our ‘rainforest’ topic and we will be able to do lots of related 

and supporting activities. When we carry out experiments, children will learn to write them up using 

key scientific vocabulary learnt throughout the unit. The children will also have opportunities to read 

and watch videos from experts that will show the Science they are learning outside the classroom in 

real life situation 

 

 

Topic: 

 Our Topic (Geography and History) lessons will be where we delve deeper into the topic of 

rainforests. We will be using the internet and atlases to locate the countries and relevant 

information linked to the theme.  Alongside our investigations into what the various rainforests are 

like, we will be challenging our thinking as we consider the far-reaching impact of deforestation and 

why animals may become endangered. Our research and ideas from this topic, will inspire much of 

our writing in class. 
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RE:  

 

We begin the year thinking about how Christians know that God is loving and holy. The 

children will explore a range of texts from the bible in order to investigate this. They will 
weigh up how biblical ideas and teachings about God as holy and loving might make a difference in 

the world today, developing insights of their own. 

 

Spanish: 

 This year the children will be learning Spanish. We will begin by learning basic greetings and 

questions, as well as numbers, before moving on to learn the colours and common commands. 

Learning will be enriched by our new Spanish scheme, which provides relevant themed stories to 

read alongside our learning. We will also be practicing some mindfulness in 

Spanish………Inspira……Expira………… 

  

 

 

 Music: 

Music this year will continue to be based on our Charanga Programme and I am 

excited to announce that the first song we will be learning is the classic, Livin’ on 

a Prayer! We will listen to and identify a range of different music genres and 

explore how music and songs may be structured. We continue to explore 

rhythms and tempos. Alongside singing, the children will continue to learn the 

recorder. Furthermore, they will have a go at improvising and creating their own simple melodies 

using the notes they have learned. In conjunction with learning the recorder they will begin to 

understand more formal musical notation. 
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 Art/DT:  

Throughout the term, the children will have the opportunities to take part in a variety of creative 

tasks. These activities may include sketching, collaging, painting, 3D models, cooking etc. Each 

project will aim to improve their Art and DT skills and allow them to apply them to different 

contexts.  

 

 

Home Learning: 

Home Learning will involve daily reading (recommended a minimum of 15 minutes) and times table 

practise (we have timed daily ‘Times Table Rock Stars’ testing from Monday through until Thursday . 

Fridays is a chance to really practice and new times tables or get to grips with ones they may have 

been struggling with ) As in year 4, weekly spelling tests will be on a Friday  and the spellings for next 

week will be put on Dojo . 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything at all, please message me on Dojo. 

I look forward to a fabulous year 5 

Mrs Douglass 


