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Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome back! I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful summer and are looking forward to an 

exciting Autumn Term. 

This term’s topic is On Top of the World, through which the children will have the opportunity to 

explore the world and go on a true adventure! They will delve into the lives of famous mountaineers, 

learn all about mountains and how they are formed and even have the opportunity to plan their own 

mountain expedition!  

 

English 

We will begin our English lessons this term by looking at the story The 

Mountain that Loved a Bird by Alice McLerran, a folktale about the 

friendship between a small bird and a barren mountain which explores the 

themes of love, friendship and hope. Using the book’s bright and colourful 

illustrations, we will create detailed descriptions of the characters and 

setting, revising our understanding of expanded 

noun phrases and how we can use them to paint 

a picture in the reader’s head.  

After that, we will read The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter by Philip Pullman, the story of a brave, young girl called Lila who 

goes on an exciting adventure to fulfil her dream of becoming a Firework-

Maker like her father. The children will learn how to follow, order and write 

instructions, as well as plan, write and edit a play script based on events of 

the story. They will also get the chance to explore the personal thoughts and 

feelings of the story’s main characters in diary extracts. 

Other English lessons this term will include: 

• Persuasive writing: Creating a holiday brochure for a mountain resort. 

• Poetry: Writing poems using figurative language to describe mountain settings. 

• Story writing: Writing an adventure story based in the mountains. 

• Explanation texts: Writing an explanation text about how mountains are formed. 
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• Journalistic recounts and reports: Writing a witness interview and a newspaper article about 

a mountain rescue. 

• Biographies: Writing a biography about a famous mountaineer.  

Daily Guided Reading sessions will give the children the opportunity to work with me in small groups, 

where I will help them develop problem-solving strategies to figure out words they don't know, deal 

with difficult sentence structures, and understand concepts or ideas they have not come across in the 

past.  

As our class novel, I have chosen The Brockenspectre by Linda Newberry, from which we will read 

snippets each day.  

 

Maths 

In Maths, we will initially be focussing on basic number and place value, recapping how to represent 

numbers in different ways. Later on in the term, we will move on to adding and subtracting 3 and 4-

digit numbers using formal calculation methods before finishing the term by focussing on multiplying 

and dividing by 3, 4 and 8 (Year 3) and 6, 7 and 9 (Year 4).  

 

Science 

Our Science topic this term is ‘Rocks, Soils and Fossils’. To kick start the term, we will become 

petrologists (people who study rocks!) and create an amazing Rock and Fossil Museum, full of exciting 

information, incredible facts and fascinating activities for our visitors. We will begin by becoming Rock 

Detectives, looking closely at different rock samples using magnifying glasses and microscopes before 

subjecting the samples to different tests in order to determine which type of rock they are. We will 

then go on a rock quest around the local area in order to gather information about the local rock. Later 

on in the term, we will make our own fossils in plaster of Paris and have the chance to get our hands 

dirty using drainers and soakers when classifying the different components of soil. 

 

R.E 

In R.E, we will begin by focussing on the question ‘What do Christians learn from the creation story?’ 

before moving on to think about what it is like to follow God. 

 

Music 

Using the school’s new and exciting Charanga programme, we will be learning to sing, play and 

perform the song Mamma Mia by Abba.  

 

Art 

In Art, we will be exploring different mark-making techniques and observing how different artists use 

these techniques to create texture in their work. We will go on our own texture hunt before homing 



in on the work of Christa Rijneveld, who uses a combination of mark-making techniques to create 

unique depictions of Canada’s mountainous landscape. 

 

DT 

Using their newfound knowledge of mountains and mountain ranges, children will make a realistic 

model, selecting appropriate materials and using different paint effects to achieve different finishes.  

 

Computing 

Through their research on mountains, the children will develop a variety of search techniques to filter 

and refine their results, and will also learn to assess the reliability of websites, spotting fake sites and 

distinguishing between those that offer fact and those that offer opinion.  

 

Spanish 

As a keen linguist, I will be introducing the class to the Spanish language, in hope of awakening in the 

children a love of Spanish culture and a passion for Modern Foreign Languages. Through songs, games, 

role-play, and lessons that are predominantly taught in Spanish, the children will learn basic 

conversational Spanish and develop an understanding of the Spanish phonetic system. 

 

History and Geography 

Our topic is packed with aspects of Geography and History, from locating mountain ranges in the UK 

and other parts of the world, to learning about the exciting lives of famous mountaineers of the past 

and their perilous journeys. 

 

P.E 

P.E this term will take place on a Monday (with an external sports coach). Please ensure your child 

comes to school wearing their kit and that it is weather-appropriate. The children will be focussing on 

ball skills. 

 

Home Learning 

Daily reading 
practice 

Where possible, this should be for 15 minutes or more. To encourage daily reading 
practice, there is a Reading Ladder in class consisting of ten steps. Each day your 
child reads for 15 minutes (or more!), they can move up a step on the ladder. Once 
they reach the top, they receive a bookmark which is then punched. Once their 
bookmark is punched ten times, they can sit next to a partner of their choice for 
a whole day. Don’t forget, comics, magazines, newspapers and reference books 
all support the reading journey!  

Regular times 
tables practice 

After an initial times table test at the beginning of term, the children will have a 
specific times table to practise each week, on which they will be tested on 



Mondays and Fridays. Regular practice is essential. Use TT Rockstars online; 
download the app; or simply practise, practise, practise by reciting, singing or 
writing out the times tables! In June, the Year 4 children will be required to sit a 
statutory Multiplication Tables Check, in which they will be tested on all of their 
times tables. As an incentive, there is a class times table challenge. Who will be 
the first to reach the top? 

Regular 
spelling 
practice 

At the start of term, the children will be tested on the first 100 high frequency 
words and the Year 1/2 spellings to determine if they are ready to move on to the 
Year 3/4 spellings. They will then have a list of spellings to learn each week and a 
weekly spelling test will take place during one of their weekly Guided Reading 
sessions (tbc). As part of our English lessons, the Year 3/4 spellings will be taught 
and practised in class.  

 

 

I am really excited for the term ahead and am looking forward to meeting you and the children.  

If you have any questions or just want to come and say hello, please make an appointment via Mrs 

Hollis in the office. Alternatively, you can drop me an email at:  

aphillips@stmcep.school  

 

Miss Phillips 

mailto:aphillips@stmcep.school

