
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum in Detail 
  

Year 4 

Autumn Term 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Here is a detailed overview of this term’s exciting learning journey based on our new topic, 

Poles Apart. 

 

Maths 
We will begin by revising numbers to 1,000, ensuring the children are secure on this 
knowledge before moving into 10,000. Children will have lots of opportunities to increase 
their understanding using manipulatives. Following this, we will spend some time recapping 
how to add and subtract any 2- and 3-digit numbers, before moving into 4-digit numbers. 
After half term, we will look at metric units and how to convert them. Throughout the term, 
there will be plenty of practice of times tables facts in preparation for the Multiplication 
Tables Check (MTC) in June. 

 

Science 
In this term’s unit States of Matter, the children will learn the basics behind states of 
matter, including how a liquid can turn into a solid or gas, and how the molecules change. 
The unit also puts this theory into practice by looking at how evaporation and condensation 
work, and how they are presented through the water cycle. Furthermore, children will 
make observations and take part in practical enquiries to find out more on dissolving and 
diluting substances.  
 
After half term, we will move on to our next unit, Forces and Magnets. 



 

English 
We will begin the term by looking at persuasive texts in preparation for the brochure the 
children will write following our residential trip to Kench Hill. Following that, the children 
will revisit character and setting descriptions, based on the story The Polar Bear Son by 
Lydia Dabcovich. Later on in the term, we will move on to writing a selection of non-fiction 
texts based on the wonderful and exciting travels of Ernest Shackleton!  

 

R.E 
This term’s first R.E unit is Creation/Fall: What do Christians learn from the Creation Story? 
The children will explore what the story of Adam and Eve shows about human nature and 
how to act, learning about how and why Christians might pray to God, say sorry, forgive, 
and ask for forgiveness. They will make links with what stories in the Bible say about human 
beings, and their own ideas about how people should behave. 
 
After half term, we will be exploring our next unit, Incarnation/God: What is the Trinity? 

 

Spanish 
This year, the children will be continuing to learn Spanish. We will begin by revisiting basic 
greetings and questions, as well as numbers, before moving on to learn the colours and 
common commands. After half term and leading up to Christmas, we will explore how 
Christmas is celebrated in Spain and learn Christmas-related vocabulary and songs. 
Learning will be enriched by our new Spanish scheme, which provides relevant, themed 
stories to read alongside our learning. 

 

Music 
Music this year will continue to be based on our Charanga Programme and I am excited to 
announce that the first song we will be learning is Mamma Mia! Alongside singing, the 
children will learn to play musical notes accurately and in time to the song on the recorder. 
Furthermore, they will have a go at improvising and creating their own simple melodies.  
 
After half term, the children will complete a step-by-step course for descant recorders, 
learning to read musical notes and play performance pieces with an accompaniment.     

 

Art and D.T 
To start with, our Art lessons will focus on the formal elements of art, in particular how to 
create tone and texture by applying a number of shading techniques. In line with our topic, 
the children will create explorers’ notebooks, using their new-found skills to create 
drawings and sketches in different media. We will also look at Inuit Art, using a range of 
drawing and printing techniques to create animal pieces in the style of Kenojuak Ashevak. 
 
In D.T, the children will be exploring the features, structure and design of an igloo before 
making their own models. 

 

 

 

 



History and Geography 
Our History lessons will be centred on famous polar explorers, delving into their pioneering 
discoveries, bold adventures and stories of survival. In particular, we will look at Ernest 
Shackleton and his expedition to the Antarctic. 
 
Our Geography lessons will look closely at global warming and the devastating effects it is 
having on our ecosystems. The children will also have the opportunity to explore Inuit 
culture and find out what it is like to live on frozen terrain. 

 

P.E 
Dance will continue this term and will take place on a Tuesday. The second P.E session will 
also be on a Wednesday.   

 

Computing 
In Computing, the children will be using the Scratch online programming tool to program 
their own stories, games and animations.  

 

Home Learning 
Reading Daily for at least 15 minutes. 

Please continue to sign your child’s Reading Record to show they have read. 
Spellings Encourage your child to practise these by writing them out daily using the 

homework sheet provided. Tests will take place on a Friday. 
Times 
Tables 

Just like last year, children will be tested on their times tables every Monday 
and Friday. It is really important that the children practise their times tables 
frequently to prepare themselves for the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) 
in June.  
Practise online at: 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-
Tables-Check  

SPaG As the children are now in Year 4, I will be setting a weekly SPaG worksheet. 
Worksheets will be available via the ClassDojo portfolio. They will be set on 
a Friday and due the following Friday (starting Friday 17th September).  

Maths I will also be setting a Maths worksheet to consolidate the week’s learning. 
This will also be set on a Friday and due the following Friday (starting Friday 
17th September). 

 

What an exciting term we are going to have! 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on aphillips@stmcep.school.  

 

Best wishes, 

Miss Phillips 
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